
Dear Parishioners: We are in a very challenging time in our country and church right now. Who have had guessed a month ago that 

we would have to cancel masses, meeting, events, etc. due to the Corona Virus-19 pandemic. I apologize for the mixed and 

confusing messages from last Tuesday. We were trying to follow the directives given by the Bishop and the governor's office which 

had changed in the last 48 hours, particularly with numbers of people allowed in a given space. As the situation was being closely 

monitored, there is the desire to be pro-active and take pre-cautions for the safety of all. Here are the directives given by the Bishop 

that come through much prayer and consultation.  

  Here are a few directives given by Bishop Joensen: 
 
Sunday weekend Masses and daily Masses are NOT to be celebrated in parish churches until further notice. An exception is 
granted for broadcast Mass to an electronic audience. We will have that available every Sunday. I am working on daily Mass right 
now through Facebook.  
 
Parish churches may remain open at the discretion of the pastor for visits and individual devotional prayer. Adoration has been 
moved temporarily to the church to allow for spacing. NO MORE THAN 10 INDIVIDUALS ARE ALLOWED! Immaculate Conception 
parishioners may go to the church, if you have a key to the church! Please exercise caution with the protection of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  
 
Funeral Masses may be celebrated with less than 10 persons present. Nuptial or Wedding Masses already scheduled may be 
celebrated with a 10 person limit. Ideally, these should be scheduled until after government leaders give the 'all clear' notice. Any 
and all other public ceremonies should be rescheduled. There will be NO HEALING MASS THIS TUESDAY MARCH 24, 2020 AT 6 
PM. 
 
Distribution of Communion in parishes or health care institutions is strictly subject to the directives and policies of authorities 
charged with oversight of those institutions, and may well be prohibited. In danger of death, Viaticum (Holy Communion and 
meaning food to take with you on the journey to heaven) may be distributed by a health care professional as well as a member of 
the clergy or recognized Eucharistic Minister in accord with the institutional policies. Please call the office if you would like a hospital 
visit by myself. I believe Mercy Hospitals (West and Downtown) are the only ones allowing for clergy visits.  
 
Other Sacraments may not be celebrated in common, (Baptism in cases of serious illness or other pastoral need, 
Confession/Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick) but only individually at the priest's discretion with serious pastoral necessity. 
With regard to confession, standard health norms (ie. Screen or confessional space where appropriate physical distance of six feet 
will be observed and with hygienic cleaning after each penitent; other protective measures for anointing of persons who are 
obviously sick).  
 
Parish meetings or events (ie. fish fry dinners, feast day gatherings, confirmation, religious faith formation)  where parishioners 
gather physically are to be CANCELLED unless an electronic means of engagement is available. 
 
The Scrutinies for Catechumens/Elect in accord with provision n. 20 of the Christian Initiation Ritual are hereby dispensed. So, 
Second and Third Scrutinies will NOT be celebrated. My hope is that we will be receiving something from the Worship and 
Evangelization and Catechesis offices for optional ways to celebrate the rites.  
 
The Chrism Mass, originally scheduled for Friday April 3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. will instead be celebrated in simpler form on a date to be 
determined.  
 
Please stay tuned for Holy Week Festivities, including the Sacred Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil/Easter 
Sunday), as well as celebrations of First Communions and Confirmations during the Easter Season. It is highly likely that Triduum 
liturgies will be restricted only to assisting ministers with the option of broadcasting; Initiation Sacraments for catechumens/elect 
(those who have not been baptized) and candidates (those who have been baptized but have not received Confirmation and Holy 
Eucharist). All parish First Communion and Confirmation Masses should be considered postponed until further notice; more 
information will be forthcoming from Pastoral Center Offices in the days and weeks ahead. (Bishop William Joensen, March 17, 
2020-Feast of St. Patrick)  
 
I will be working on distributing printed (for those without computer access) material to through the bulletins available at the 
churches and electronic means to maintain communications with you on a weekly basis. I will admit, I am not the most tech savvy 
person, but am open to learning more.  
 
We are asking you to please your remember to pay your tithes. Utility (lights, heat/AC, etc.), ongoing maintenance and personnel 
expenses will continue during this time. ACH forms and baskets will be placed on the table near the reception desk at St. Thomas 
Aquinas and in the rectory porch at Immaculate Conception, St. Marys.  
 
Please know that you may make appointments with me to hear your confessions. During this time, I will be in the confessional on 
Saturdays from 10-11 a.m. for those who wish to receive the graces of the Sacrament at St. Thomas Aquinas and 12-1 p.m. at 
Immaculate Conception, St. Marys.  
 
These are unprecedent times for us, yet, not for the Church which endured the Black Death in Europe during the 14th century and 
the Spanish Flu in the 20th century. We have come through times like these before and we can again. Pray, not panic, help, not 
hoard! 
 I have a prayer I found this morning. Her name is ironically St. Corona, who lived in the 2nd century and was martyred under 
Marcus Aurelius. She is patron saint against the plague and epidemics. Her feast day is May 14th.  



"Almighty God, who forgive the sins of your people and heal all their faults, you who call the Lord our healer and sent your beloved 
Son to bear our sickness, look upon those who stand humbly before you. We pray to You in this time of plague and need, remember 
your love and kindness that You have shown to Your people in times of tribulation. Just as You graciously looked upon Aaron's 
atonement and stopped the plague that broke out, just as You accepted David's sacrifice  and commanded the destroying angel to 
withdraw his hand, accept also today our prayer and sacrifice and show us mercy. Keep this disease away from us, allow those 
affected to be healed, protect those who have been preserved from it so far by Your goodness, and do not let the plague spread any 
further. Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us!  Saint Corona, pray for us! Saint Sebastian, pray for us! Saint Roch, pray for us! 
Amen! 
 
-- 

 


